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We extend cubical type theory [2] with a notion of stream type where two bisimilar
streams can be proven equal according to path equality. In the style of copatterns, corecur-
sive definitions for streams will only compute when head or tail projections are applied to
them. Semantics are given by final coalgebras in (arbitrary) cubical sets. This extension is
implemented as part of Agda “–cubical”1.

In short:

• Given a Kan cubical set A, we build the Kan cubical set of streams SA by using a
final coalgebra of A× in arbitrary cubical sets and then show by the universal property
that it supports a composition structure.

• Since SA’s universal property is with regard to arbitrary cubical sets we can build
maps I → SA, and so paths, by corecursion, exposing the coinductive nature of the
propositional equality of streams.

• In cubical type theory we internalize the above by an extended unfold combinator for
streams; and in the Agda implementation we do the same by allowing path abstraction
within copattern definitions.

Following [3] we could derive a form of dependent elimination for streams that does not
break subject reduction, by transporting along the propositional η-law.

The Agda implementation supports a general notion of (coinductive) records, we con-
jecture that they can be justified by a semantics analogous to the one we give here for the
stream type.

Ahrens et al.[1] have already shown M-types are definable within homotopy type theory
(as homotopy limits of chains). The current note differs by providing the expected universal
property for a primitive stream type, whose representation is more amenable to efficient
computation.

1 Typing and Conversion rules

In the following we omit the congruence and commuting with substitions rules for the
conversion relation. The expression S A denotes the type of streams with elements in A,
together with head and tail projections t.hd and t.tl.

Γ ` A
Γ ` S A

Γ ` t : S A

Γ ` t.hd : A

Γ ` t : S A

Γ ` t.tl : S A

1on Agda’s master branch
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We then provide an unfold combinator to build streams, this keeps the calculus small
and easy to give semantics to while the implementation provides definitions by copatterns,
which are more convenient to use.

Γ ` X Γ ` a : X → A×X Γ ` t : X
Γ ` ϕ Γ, ϕ ` u : X → S A

Γ, ϕ, x : X ` (u x).hd = (a x).1
Γ, ϕ, x : X ` (u x).tl = u (a x).2

Γ ` unfoldX [ϕ 7→ u] a t : S A[ϕ 7→ u t]

Γ ` (unfold [ϕ 7→ u] a t).hd = (a t).1 : S A
Γ ` (unfold [ϕ 7→ u] a t).tl = unfold [ϕ 7→ u] a (a t).2 : S A

Our unfold takes an extra [ϕ 7→ u] argument because it not only witnesses that from any
coalgebra a : X → A × X we can build a map X → S A that strictly commutes with a2,
but also that any such partial map u can be extended to a total one. In other words unfold
shows the contractibility of the type3 of strict coalgebra morphisms into S A.

Composition for streams is characterized by commuting with the head and tail projec-
tions.

Γ ` (compi (S A) [ϕ 7→ u] a0).hd = compi A [ϕ 7→ u.hd] a0.hd : A
Γ ` (compi (S A) [ϕ 7→ u] a0).tl = compi (S A) [ϕ 7→ u.tl ] a0.tl : S A

2 Examples

Bisimulation.

Γ ` A Γ ` R : (x y : S A)→ U
Γ ` Rhd : (x y : S A)→ Rxy → PathA x.hd y.hd

Γ ` Rtl : (x y : S A)→ Rxy → R x.tl y.tl

Γ ` bisimR,Rhd,Rtl
= λx y r. 〈i〉 unfold S (λ(x, y, r). Rhd r i, (x.tl, y.tl, Rtl r)) (x, y, r)

: (x y : S A)→ R x y → PathSA x y

where S = [(i = 0) 7→ λ(x, y, r). x, (i = 1) 7→ λ(x, y, r). y]
Note that we can derive the following equalities that show how bisim computes under head

and tail, these are also how bisim can be defined by direct recursion in the implementation4.

(bisimR,Rhd,Rtl
x y r i).hd = Rhd x y r i

(bisimR,Rhd,Rtl
x y r i).tl = bisimR,Rhd,Rtl

x.tl y.tl (Rtl x y r) i

Uniqueness of unfold Here we prove that unfoldX a : X → S A is the unique coalgebra
morphism from (X, a).

2as a coalgebra morphism would
3although non-fibrant
4https://github.com/Saizan/cubical-demo/blob/master/Stream.agda
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Γ ` X Γ ` a : X → A×X Γ ` h : X → S A
Γ ` phd : (x : X)→ PathA (h x).hd (a x).1

Γ ` ptl : (x : X)→ PathS A (h x).tl (h (a x).2)

Γ ` ηS = λx.〈i〉 unfold(x:X)×(s:SA)×PathSA s (hx) S b (x, h x, 〈i〉 hx)
: PathX→SA h (unfoldX a)

where

S = [(i = 0) 7→ λ(x, s, p). s, (i = 1) 7→ λ(x, s, p). unfoldX a x]
b = λ(x, s, p). (trans (〈i〉 (p i).hd) (phd x) i, ((a x).2, s.tl, trans (〈i〉 (p i).tl) (ptl x)))
transA,x,y,z = λp q.〈i〉 compj A [(i = 0) 7→ x, (i = 1) 7→ q j] (p i)

It might have been more natural to take ηS and unfoldX : (A → X × A) → S A as the
primitives, instead of our more general unfold, however we believe that the resulting system
would have been less convenient in the sense that equality proofs for streams would be less
direct.

3 Semantics

We provide semantics in cubical sets by using final coalgegras in sets and lifting them
pointwise5. The computation rules for compi (S A) and unfold already suggest how to
intepret them via coalgebras.

For any set A we fix a final coalgebra of the functor A× and call it (S A, 〈hd, tl〉) and
call anaA (X, f) : X → S A the unique coalgebra morphism from any coalgebra (X, f). So
that hd (anaA (X, f) x) = (f x).1 and tl (anaA (X, f) x) = anaA (X, f) (f x).2 where we
reuse the .1 and .2 notation for set theoretic pairs. We will often omit the subscript A.

Definition 1 (Stream type). Given A ∈ Ty(Γ) we define S(A) ∈ Ty(Γ) by setting S(A)ρ =
S (Aρ) for ρ ∈ Γ(I).

Given t ∈ S(A)ρ and f : I → J we define tf as anaA(ρf) (S (Aρ), s 7→ (hd(s)f, tl(s))) t.

Remark 2 (Naturality of projections). For ρ ∈ Γ(I) and s ∈ S(A)ρ, we have hd(s)f = hd(sf)
and tl(s)f = tl(sf).

Proof.
hd(s)f
= hd(anaA(ρf) (S (Aρ), s 7→ (hd(s)f, tl(s))) t)
= hd(sf)

tl(s)f
= anaA(ρf) (S (Aρ), s 7→ (hd(s)f, tl(s))) (tl(s))
= tl(anaA(ρf) (S (Aρ), s 7→ (hd(s)f, tl(s))) s)
= tl(sf)

Definition 3 (.hd and .tl). Given then t ∈ Ter(Γ;S(A)) we define .hd(t) ∈ Ter(Γ;A) and
.tl(t) ∈ Ter(Γ;S(A)) by setting .hd(t)ρ = hd(tρ) and .tl(t)ρ = tl(tρ) for ρ ∈ Γ(I).

5as one would do for limits in presheaf categories, non-coincidentally
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Definition 4 (unfold). Given X ∈ Ty(Γ), ϕ ∈ Ter(Γ;F), u ∈ Ter(Γ, ϕ;X → S(A)), a ∈
Ter(Γ;A → X × A), t ∈ Ter(Γ;X), we define unfold(X,ϕ, u, a, t) ∈ Ter(Γ;S(A)) by setting
unfold(X,ϕ, u, a, t)ρ = ana (Xρ, (aρ)1) (tρ) for ρ ∈ Γ(I).

Theorem 5 (unfold under ϕ). By the previous assumptions about u and a and

∀ρ ∈ (Γ, ϕ)(I) and t ∈ Xρ, hd((uρ)1 t) = ((aρ)1 t).1
tl((uρ)1 t) = (uρ)1 ((aρ)1 t).2

we have unfold(X,ϕ, u, a, t)ρ = (uρ)1 (tρ) for ρ ∈ (Γ, ϕ)(I).

Proof. By uniqueness of ana (Xρ, (aρ)1).

The computation rules for unfold follow directly from the behaviour of ana.

Definition 6 (Composition). Given A ∈ Ty(Γ), we give a composition structure for
S(A) ∈ Ty(Γ). Assuming I, i /∈ I, ρ ∈ Γ(I, i), ϕ ∈ F(I), u ∈ Ter(y(I, i), ϕ;S(A)ριϕ),
and a0 ∈ S(A)ρ(i0) with a0ιϕ = u(i0), we define compS(A)(I, i, ρ, ϕ, u, a0) ∈ S(A)ρ(i1) by
compS(A)(I, i, ρ, ϕ, u, a0) = ana (XI,i,ρ,ϕ, coalgI,i,ρ,ϕ) (u, a0) where

XI,i,ρ,ϕ = {(u, a0)|u ∈ Ter(y(I, i), ϕ;S(A)ριϕ), a0 ∈ S(A)ρ(i0) with a0ιϕ = u(i0)}

coalgI,i,ρ,ϕ(u, a0) = (compA(I, i, ρ, ϕ, hd(u), hd(a0)), (tl(u), tl(a0)))

We show that for any f : I → J and j /∈ J ,

(compS(A)(I, i, ρ, ϕ, u, a0))f = compS(A)(J, j, ρ(f, i = j), ϕf, u(f, i = j), a0f)

Proof.

(compS(A)(I, i, ρ, ϕ, u, a0))f

= (ana (XI,i,ρ,ϕ, coalgI,i,ρ,ϕ) (u, a0))f

=< by uniqueness > ana (XI,i,ρ,ϕ, p 7→ ((coalgI,i,ρ,ϕ(p).1)f, coalgI,i,ρ,ϕ(p).2)) (u, a0)

=< by uniqueness > ana (XJ,j,ρ(f,i=j),ϕf , coalgJ,j,ρ(f,i=j),ϕf ) (u(f, i = j), a0f)

= compS(A)(J, j, ρ(f, i = j), ϕf, u(f, i = j), a0f)

By definition the compS(A) map commutes with the hd and tl projections stricly, which

in turn verifies the computation rules for compi (S A):

hd(compS(A)(I, i, ρ, ϕ, u, a0)) = compA(I, i, ρ, ϕ, hd(u), hd(a0))

tl(compS(A)(I, i, ρ, ϕ, u, a0)) = compS(A)(I, i, ρ, ϕ, tl(u), tl(a0))

Theorem 7 (Fibrant Stream type). Given A ∈ FTy(Γ) we have S(A) ∈ FTy(Γ). Moreover,
S(A)σ = S(Aσ) ∈ FTy(∆) for all σ : ∆→ Γ.

Proof. We define S(A) ∈ FTy(Γ) as (S(A) ∈ Ty(Γ), compS(A)). Given σ : ∆ → Γ, both
S(A)σρ = S(Aσ)ρ and compS(A)(I, i, σρ, φ, u, a0) = compS(Aσ)(I, i, ρ, φ, u, a0) follow direcly
by expansion, because in the definitions the only uses of the environment are in relation to
the type of elements or its composition structure.

4



References

[1] B. Ahrens, P. Capriotti, and R. Spadotti. Non-wellfounded trees in homotopy type
theory. CoRR, abs/1504.02949, 2015.

[2] C. Cohen, T. Coquand, S. Huber, and A. Mörtberg. Cubical type theory: a constructive
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